IX.

HUNTS VILLE.

WHILE his army was marching to join Grant,
Buell took up his headquarters at Columbia. From
there he sent his last instructions to General Mitchel
at Murfreesboro. These instructions give so clear a
statement of the disposition of troops left to operate
on the line entrusted to General Mitchel that they
are given entire.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE OHIO,
Camp near COLUMBIA, TJBNH.,
March 27, 1862.

BRIG-.-GEN. O. M. MITCHEL,

Commanding Third Division, Murfreesboro.

GENERAL: I have already informed you in conversa-
tion of certain dispositions which affect your part of the
campaign just commencing. These dispositions, for the
present, you will remember, place your division finally at
Fayetteville; Duffield's brigade, with a battery and bat-
talion of cavalry, at Murf reesboro, with a detachment at
Lebanon ; Negley's brigade, with a battery and battalioo
of cavalry, at Franklin ; and a division at or in front of
Columbia, to act to the left in conjunction with you, or to
the right, according to circumstances.1

These arrangements have in view convenience either to
advance against certain positions of the enemy, or to
oppose any offensive move on his part. Excepting your
own division the troops are not strictly under your com-
mand, but they will become so unless otherwise ordered, in

3 The Seventh division of the Arm}r of the Ohio, under General
Morgan, was in Eastern Kentucky.ics and engineers at work,
